500

500 Greenwave Blvd. Summerville, SC 29483 PH: (843) 871-3150 Fax: (843) 821-3992

Quote of the Month
“With the new day comes, new strength and new
thoughts”

From the Principal’s Desk

Eleanor Roosevelt

Dear Mustang Family,
It will soon be November, which means the chill of fall is in the air, and hopefully, the school year has
settled into a productive and positive routine for your family. We have just completed the First
Quarter of the 2018-2019 school year and report cards will be coming home on Wednesday, October
31st for your review. Please take a moment to share your thoughts and concerns with your student
after reviewing the report card and contact the teachers for any additional feedback. It is very
important that students see your support as well as communication regarding their academic progress.
This shows students that you understand how important their education is and helps them view
learning as a priority as they become increasingly more responsible for their education as they grow
older.
The month of November is full of opportunities and important dates for our students. Our fall sports
seasons come to an end and our winter sports seasons begin. Our annual Veterans Day Program will
be held on Friday, November 9th, at 7:50 am in our gym, and you are invited to attend. You can find
more information about our program by contacting the school or through our PTSA Facebook page.
Also on our school website you will find many upcoming events that we encourage you to attend.
We look forward to continuing to work together to provide your child with the best educational
experience here at Gregg Middle School. Again, I would like to thank each of you for the opportunity
to lead a student-centered staff environment and work with supportive parents and incredibly talented
children within a strong community. Mustang Proud!

William Wilson, Principal
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Technology in the Spotlight
“As of October 2018, Dorchester School District Two will begin
using a new website platform and transitioning away from EdLine
School and Teacher sites. Please look for more information to be

shared soon".

News You Can Use
Greetings, GMS family. We have now officially completed the 1st quarter, and you have just received your student’s 1st

Quarter Report Card. With this first grading period, I strongly recommend that you continue to keep up with your child’s
progress by frequently checking Parent Portal where you can access your student’s grades. Also, if you should have any
questions or concerns, I encourage you to contact your child’s teacher or to schedule a parent/teacher
conference. Furthermore, on Tuesday, October 30 for 6th grade; Thursday, November 1 for 7th grade; and Friday,
November 2 for 8th grade, we are hosting our first Pastries for Parents event. We invite you to attend this occasion with
your student where you can first visit the GMS Book Fair in the Media Center and then join the school administrative team
in the cafeteria for a pastry. I strongly encourage you to come out to this event and visit the school. Lastly because we
would like to see as many parents as possible involved in the PTSA, I invite you to attend the next PTSA Meeting in the
GMS front office on Monday, November 19 at 5:30 PM. I hope to see you there!

Clinic Notes
As flu season approaches I would like to share with you the following information provided by SC DHEC.
The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)strongly recommend yearly flu vaccination for all children
6months of age and older — and for good reasons.
• The flu can make your child sick enough to miss school and activities, even sick enough to be hospitalized. Even healthy
kids can get very sick from the flu, and they can spread it to others.
• The single best way to protect against seasonal flu and its potentially severe complications in children is to have your child

get a seasonal flu vaccine each year.
• Studies show that schoolchildren vaccinated against flu have fewer illnesses, fewer absences from school, and lower rates
of illness in their families during flu season compared with unvaccinated children.
• Children are one of the most common sources of flu transmission in the community. Immunizing children may also prevent
the spread of the flu to others. Parents: Get a flu shot, too. Keep yourself and your family flu-free this season
www.scdhec.gov/flu or 800.868.0404. Please note, DHEC will be on campus, November 29, 2018 to administer the flu
vaccine to students who have parental consent. Please look for more information coming soon regarding the DHEC Flu
Vaccine Clinic. Also, please keep in mind there are times when a student should remain at home for his/her own welfare and
for the protection of others. Here are some of those instances:
1. Fever by itself a. Student to be excluded from school with a fever of 101 or higher. b. Excluded until fever free for at
least 24 hours without the use of fever reducing medications.
2. Flu/Influenza or Influenza-Like Illness (ILI)

a. Student to be excluded from school with a fever of 100 degrees with cough and or/sore throat. b. Excluded until fever
free for at least 24 hours without the use of fever reducing medications. Please see pages 16-17 of the 2018-2019 Parent
Student Handbook for additional information regarding when to keep your student home due to health concerns.

Please feel free to let me know if there are any questions or concerns. I wish you and your family a healthy and happy
November!

Literacy at Home
Students of all ages love learning through activity! Many of the strategies
classroom teachers utilize involve structured activities which facilitate
reader’s attention
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simple, which are perfect to keep students active and engaged. As our days
get shorter and cooler and our kids are spending more time inside, consider
utilizing a few of the activities listed among the links below in order to
create interactive and educational games to enhance our students’ literacy
engagement. Simply click the webpage title to find the activity website and
have fun!

Literacy Engagement Activity Webpages
Reading Rockets (http://www.readingrockets.org/article/25-activities-reading-and-writing-fun)
PBS Kids (https://pbskids.org/)
Education World (https://www.educationworld.com/)

Tips for Parents
Effective Study Time Tips for Middle School

Study Time
* Take responsibility for keeping up with the homework. Make sure you know what to do and how to do it
before you leave school for the day.
* You probably need to spend more time studying per week. The more challenging the material, the more time
you should spend on it.
* Tests may seem harder just because they cover more material.
* Take as much time as you need to do all of the homework and get a complete understanding of the material.
* Find a study partner or a study group. Meet (or talk on the phone) once or twice a week. Go over problems /
topics that you have found difficult. Either someone else in the group will help you, or you will discover you are
all stuck on the same problems. If that is the case, then it is time to get extra help from your teacher.

Health & Awareness
Ingredients
½ pear, ½ cup grapes, ½ cup cantaloupe chunks, 1 cup blueberries, 1½ cup strawberries
2 tangerines, 2 apples (sliced), Juice from ½ lemon, 2 chocolate chips or raisins

Instructions
Toss the apple slices in a lemon juice to keep them from browning.
Put half of a pear on the bottom of the large platter to make a turkey body as shown on the picture.
Put the grapes around the pear.

Put the cantaloupe chunks around the grapes.
Put the blueberries around the cantaloupe chunks.
Put the strawberries around the blueberries.
Put the tangerine slices around the strawberries.
Put the apple slices on top to make the top feathers.
With the knife, cut out the holes in a pear for the eyes and the nose.
Put the chocolate chips or raisins for the eyes.
Cut out the small triangle out of the cantaloupe chunk, and put it on the pear in place of a nose.

Put 2 tangerine slices on the bottom of the pear to make turkey legs.
Recipe from: http://www.melaniecooks.com/thanksgiving-turkey-fruit-tray/10605/theeyes)

PTSA NEWS
PTSA
We would like to thank everyone for all the hard work with our Yankee Candle Fundraiser. We
appreciate everyone who sold items because those items generate money back into GMS....so THANK
YOU Greatly!! Special thank you to my PTSA Team Mindy, Mrs. Kay, Tina, Nikki, Allison and Tasha for
helping count, prepare and ship off all orders. It takes a village.
Please mark those calendars for Friday November 9th and bring all those Veterans to the Veterans Day
Breakfast and Presentation. GMS loves to support our veterans in the community and all around. Join

us in the cafeteria starting at 8:00am for breakfast with presentation to follow in the Gym. Thank you
Veterans for serving our country. Shoutouts this month go to the following volunteers....Mrs. Kay B,
Catherine O, Kellie B, Debbie W, Dawn B, Julie D, Suzanne W, and our beta club students for donating
time to run mustang market and popcorn day. Without our volunteers we couldn’t make all these events
happen!
Important dates for November: November 09th -Veterans Day Breakfast 8:00am cafeteria, November
14th -Popcorn Incentive Day for PTSA student, Staff and faculty members, November 19th -PTSA board
meeting 5:30pm front conference room, November 28-Fall student athletic luncheon, Mustang MarketNovember 2,9, 16,30 &Kool Katz Italian Icee-November 8th,15th,29th. We thank everyone for the
support. Remember it’s never too late to become a PTSA member or volunteer. Memberships are
$5/member, forms are located in front office. Together we can do so much! Teamwork!

SIC
Please help me say CONGRATULATIONS to Don Baus and Erica Roberts, they are the new Co-Chairs
for the GMS SIC this school year! They are both excited about bringing new ideas to the team this
year. This year’s focus of the SIC is to strengthen relationships between GMS and home families. We

will be offering a variety of events this year welcoming our families to Gregg Middle School. While
GMS families are always welcome at Gregg, we will be extending a hand with invitations to share your
ideas and things you are interested in seeing/hearing about or would like to know more about. So be on
the lookout for those events throughout the school year.
As always, if you have any questions or comments about the SIC you can always email Ms. Simons at
jsimons@dorchester2.k12.sc.us or the SIC at GMSSIC@yahoo.com. Thank you.-

GMS Mission: School exits to provide an environment that is safe and conducive to learning. Together, every day and in
every way, we help all students reach their potential in all aspects of learning.

