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Oakbrook Elementary School 

Where there are Opportunities for Everyone to Succeed 

Principal’s Ponderings 

As the 2021-2022 school year comes to a close, we reflect on the 

wonderful year of growth it has been.  There have been many 

accomplishments and lessons learned along the way.  We have three 

wonderful educators that will be retiring this year and want them to 

know how fortunate we are to have had them serve our school here at 

OES.   

 

Rachel Mahaffey 

An incredible work ethic, love of students and dedication beyond 

measure are three characteristics that describe Rachel Mahaffey. Mrs. 

Mahaffey has worked in the education profession for 44 years (the last 

4 years as an Assistant Principal at OES) and her expertise shines 

through in all she does.  Her love of gardening and project-based 

learning has provided the students at OES with life experiences that 

will last a lifetime.  Her sense of humor and quick wit is something that 

will be forever treasured.  The students, staff and families of OES wish 

Mrs. Mahaffey the best retirement but want her to know she will be 

forever an Oakie Bear!  

 

Susan Blankenship 

Mrs. Blankenship has blessed OES with the sound of music for the 

past 10 years.   She entered OES as a substitute and it was clear that 

she had to join our OES staff.   She has created an amazing chorus 

full of 3rd – 5th graders and inspires all students to embrace the love of 

music.  Upon entering the fine arts building, you will hear students 

singing, instruments playing and see students smiling.  Her bright 

smile and warm hugs will be missed each morning, but her joyous 

spirit will be forever present at OES!   

 

John O’Sullivan 

Mr. O’Sullivan has been a part of the OES family for the past 22 years.  
He has served as a classroom assistant, audio visual technician and 
media center assistant.  He is known for his sense of humor, 

magnificent bulletin board designs and his equipment expertise.  He is 
a mentor for the safety patrol and encourages our 5th graders to greet 
our families with a smile each morning.  He assists with the Man Up 

program and is our traffic controller extraordinaire.  Although Mr. O will 
cruise into retirement, we know he will always be a part of the OES 
family.   

 

Kim Boutin 

Blessing Box 

Our OES Blessing Box is always in need of donations 

and we are so very thankful for our generous family 

and community.  If you have non-perishable items 

that you would be willing to donate to the box, it would 

greatly appreciated.  With the weather warming up, 

personal hygiene items are especially needed and 

appreciated!  Unexpired items with a good shelf life 

may be placed directly in the box for anyone to 

access as they are needed.  Thank you for your help 

with this worthy endeavor! 

UPCOMING DATES 

05/19 - 6:30pm: Chorus Performance  Students          

     should arrive by 6:20pm and wear a red shirt  

     with a black skirt, pants or shorts 

05/20 - SCReady Testing: 4th grade Science  

05/23 - Board of Trustees Meeting  6:00pm                       

     Livestream at ddtwo.org/live 

05/25 - 7:30am:  3rd grade awards ceremony;        

     5:30 - 6:30pm  5th Grade Drive-thru      

       Celebration.  More details to follow  

05/26 - 6:40am: Dads on Duty  Contact Cat Watson  

     cwatson@dorchester2.k12.sc.us for more    

     information                                       

     7:30am - 4th grade awards ceremony;   

05/27 - 7:30am - 5th grade awards ceremony;                                     

     LAST DAY OF SCHOOL!  Early Dismissal.   

     DISMISSAL AT 11AM                                

     Report Cards Go Home 

Library Information for the End of the 

Year 

All library books remaining out are overdue at this time and 

should be returned immediately to avoid fines being 

assessed.  

We have two collection days left for student devices:  5th 

Grade Dells – May 19th (tomorrow!) and 4th Grade Dells – 

May 23rd.   

Please make sure your student has their device, charger 

cover and any assigned hot spots for turn in on their 

assigned date.  Missing or damaged items will result in a 

fine being assessed.  If you have any questions or 

concerns, please contact the front office or the media 

center as soon as possible. 

MEDICATION REMINDER 

If you have medication in the nurse’s office, please remember that 

Friday, May 27th is our last day for pick-up.  After that day, all 

medication remaining at the school will be destroyed.  If you have 

any questions or concerns, please contact Shelby Mundy or call the 

front office at 843-821-1165  

ddtwo.org/live
mailto:cwatson@dorchester2.k12.sc.us?subject=Real%20Men%20Read
mailto:smundy@dorchester2.k12.sc.us
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Many thanks to our Business Partners for this school year - Heaven’s Best Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning; Papa John’s Pizza; Dr. Robert Beebe, 

Chick-Fil-A, Swasty Orthodontics, Publix and Ashley Cagle of Trademark Properties!                                                                                                                

We rely on our business partners so much and appreciate all they do for us! 

Fond Farewell 

Greetings OES Families! 

Thank you so much for a wonderful year. I have really 
enjoyed being here and all the love you have given me. I 
met and worked with a fantastic group of students this 
year. You taught me so much about elementary schools 
and serving students in a greater capacity. All of this 
prepared me for my next adventure. Next year, I will be 
joining the administration team at Ashley Ridge High 
School. It is a very exciting opportunity, but one that 
requires me to leave you all here at Oakbrook.  

Thank you for everything, the journey was amazing. Until 
next time, Oakie Bears! I wish you all the best!  

Regards, 

Kenny Jackson, M.Ed. 

Administrative Intern 

 

It’s Show Time! 

OES is very excited to be able to once again showcase 

our talented students.  Mrs. Blankenship and our Fine 

Arts team will present our final performance tomorrow 

night.  Please join us to enjoy the show!  

May 19th - Chorus (Students should wear a red shirt 

with a black skirt, pants or shorts) 

The performance is at 6:30PM in the cafeteria and 

students should arrive by 6:20PM. 

Parent Climate Survey 

Please take the opportunity to complete the Parent 

Climate survey through the South Carolina Department 

of Education (SCDE).  Information was sent out by the 

District Office on April 25th.  K-12 parents can take the 

survey up until May 27th in Ecollect in the PowerSchool 

Parent Portal (download access instructions here).   

For more information, visit the DD2 website for 

Frequently Asked Questions.  

Counselors’ Corner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A GREAT HONOR 

OES has been named a National Capturing Kids Hearts Showcase 

School for 2021-2022 for the 4th year in a row!   

• Through the National Showcase Schools™ awards, Capturing Kids’ 

Hearts® recognizes and celebrates schools that go the extra mile 

each day, creating the social-emotional safety on school campuses 

that is conducive to learning. 

• 376 U.S. school campuses have been selected as a 2021-2022 

Capturing Kids’ Hearts National Showcase School. 

• In 1990 a small group of educators experienced the first Capturing 

Kids' Hearts® training at the Flippen’s home in College Station, 

Texas. Flip's vision has since grown and today our team introduces 

Capturing Kids' Hearts® processes to 37,000+ educators each year 

nationwide. 

• Capturing Kids’ Hearts is the premier source of professional 

development for educators nationwide. Through experiential 

training, expert coaching, and personalized support, Capturing 

Kids' Hearts equips professionals in K-12 education to implement 

transformational processes focused on social-emotional wellbeing, 

relationship-driven culture, and student connectedness. 

• Capturing Kids’ Hearts processes provide educators the skills they 

need to change the trajectory of students’ lives. 

• Campuses implementing Capturing Kids’ Hearts processes 

consistently report improvements in academic, behavioral, and 

cultural outcomes. 

• Because of the rigor of our evaluation process, the Capturing Kids’ 

Hearts National Showcase School award is both a high aspiration 

and an exemplary recognition of excellence. 

• Capturing Kids’ Hearts is proud to recognize the outstanding 

educators who have dedicated themselves to making a difference 

in the lives of our children. 

OES is very proud to have received this honor for the 4th time.  It is due 

to the dedication of our faculty, staff and students that we are able to 

maintain the rigorously high standards required for such an honor.  

Thank you for your support of OES and our students! 

https://ddtwo.powerschool.com/public/home.html
https://ddtwo.powerschool.com/public/home.html
https://www.ddtwo.org/cms/lib/SC01916099/Centricity/Domain/8/Parent%20Guidance%20for%20SCDE%20Climate%20Surveys.pdf
https://www.ddtwo.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=8&ModuleInstanceID=6021&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=70310&PageID=9
https://www.ddtwo.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=8&ModuleInstanceID=6021&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=70310&PageID=9

